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The  upward  trend  in  hog  prices  since  last  December  was  halted  in  mid-April 
by  the  announcement  that  ceiling  prices  on  live  hogs  would  be  established  unless 
prices  were  adjusted  downward.  For  some  time  pr ices  for  1 ive  hogs  have  been  unusually 
high  in  relation  to  pork  and  lard  prices,  which  are  under  ceilings. 
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TH3    LIV3STCCK    AITD    if  COL  SITUATIOU 

Summary 

Recognizing  that  prices  for  livestock  recently  have  "been  -undnly  high  in 
relation  to  wholesale  prices  and  price  ceilings  for  meat  and  lard,  the  War 
Food  Adjninistration  announced  in  early  April  that  if  the  rationing  program  and 
other  meat  control  measures  do  not  result  in  a  doximward  adjustment  in  hog 
prices  in  a  reasona"ble  time,  price  ceilings  would  "be  imposed  on  the  live  animalsi 
Hog  prices  declined  around  75  cents  follov;ing  this  announcement,    A  m.eeting 
of  representatives  of  the  livestock  and  meat  industry  has  "been  called  "by  the 
War  Food  Administration  and  the  Office  of  Price  Administration  to  help 
complete  plans  for  controlling  hog  prices. 

To  assure  farmers  that  this  action  is  in  no  v;ay  intended  "!;;o  discourage 
a  continued  high  level  of  hog  production,  the  support  price  for  hogs  has  "been 
raised  from  the  previously  announced  level  of  $13,25  to  $13.75  (Chicago) 
through  Septemher  19^.     It  was  pointed  out,  however,  that  feed  supplies  in 
19^3"^^  are  not  likely  to  "be  so  alDundant  as  in  the  current  season.    Hence,  hog 
producers  are  advised  not  to  increase  "breeding  for  the  19^3  fall  pig  crop  more 
than  15  percent  over  the  nuraTDor  of  fall  pigs  raised  in  19^^+2. 

The  numher  of  cattle  on  feed  for  market  April  1  was  1  percent  larger 
than  a  -.^ear  earlier,  compared  v/ith  an  S  r)erce:it  increase  on  Januarj'-  1  over  the 
same  date  last  r^oar.     I-Iarketing  figures  for  Jonuary-llarch  show  cati'lo  slaughter 
at  inspected  plants  was  6  percent  smaller  than  a  j'-ear  earlier,  while  the  move- 
ment of  feeder  cattle  to  cc'-antry  points  i-ras  somewhat  larger  than  in  the  same 
period  last  .yeor*     This  iaicriiia'-ie"^.,  plus  reports  from  cattle  feeders  that 
fewer  car,tle  were  pnt  on  fo.r.d  o.ur'.ng  Januarv-Liarch  than  a  year  earlier  lends 
support  to  other  indicatic/is  the.t  a  considorahle  numher  of  cattle  has  "been 
diverted  to  "black  market '  sla.-oghterers  in  recent  months. 
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Ezcept  in  California,  weather  and  feod  conditions  this  spring  'nave  "been 
"unfaroraljlo  for  a  good  development  of  the  early  lajat  crop.    Conditions  hs-vo 
"been  particularly  unfavorable  in  the  far  Northwest.    She  movement  of  early 
lani"bs  to  I-Iidwcstern  and  Eastern  markets  proba"bly  will  he  quite  linitod  this 
year,  ov;ing  to  action  taken  ret^ently  to  allow  ¥est  Coast  packers  to  increase 
their  civilian  deliveries  of  lamb  and  mutton. 

Plecas  have  been  completed  for  the  Governnent  take-over  of  the  19'4-3 
domestic  vraol  clip.    Considerable  v/ool  already  has  been  sold  by  producers, 
and  the  program  v;ill  apply  only  to  the  portion  of  the  clip  ■'jnsold  after 
April  25.    Wool  v'ill  be  handled  through  the  regular  trade  chajinels,  but 
dealers  and  cooperatives  vill  b'o;;;',  handle,  ;md  sell  the  wool  for  the  account 
af  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation,  which  v/ill  be  in  charge  of  the  program 
and  will  be  the  sole  purchaser  of  the  v/ool.    Prices  to  groovers  v/ill  be  the 
current  ceiling  prices  less  freight  charges  and  an  allowance  to  cover 
marketing  costs.    Demand  for  domestic  and  foreign  v;ools  has  been  strong  in 
recent  weeks  in  anticipation  of  Armj/  orders.    Prices  ha.ve  advanced  moderately, 
The  Quartermasters  Corps  has  requested  biis  on  fabrics  which  will  require 
about  250  million  pounds  of  wool  (greasy  shorn  basis)  and  ivhich  must  contain 
at  leaiat  65  percent  domestic  v;ool, 
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ISmiM  CP  SSCENT  33E7SLOPI©MTS 

Hog  Prices  Off  Sharply  in  Mj.d-Apri3. 

After  advancing  to  a  nev;  2?-year  peak  in  early  April,  hog  prices 
declined  sharply  lat^-r  in  the  luoiath,  fcllov/ing  the  anno-uncemont  that  prices 
would  have  to  be  lov/cred  to  "oring  live  values  into  a  more  norraal  relation- 
ship with  ceilirg  price 3  on  pork  ar.'i  lard.    The  Chicago  top  -i:)rice  for  hogs 
on  April  15  ^.ifas  ^>13*15  cnmpp.rod  -with  the  near  $l6.00  level  of  the  preceding 
sever?!  weeks  and  $lU»f5  on  the  correcrponding  date  a  year  earlier.  Hog 
prices  have  follovred  a  steady  upward  trend  since  last  Decemjer,  s.nd  in  recent 
weeks  prices  at  Chicago  have  averaged  "between  $15*50  s-^d  $15»75  P©^  100 
pounds. 

Corn  prices  have  advanced  about  as  much  as  hog  prices  since  last 
Decem'ber,  and  the  hog~corn  price  ratio  has  remined  at  the  favoralile  level  of 
15  to  16,  Chicpgo  "basis*    This  is  a  little  lower  than  the  very  favora"ble  ratio 
that  prevailed  last  spring* 

Inspected  Hog  Slaughter  Up  in  March  "^^^ 

The  nuia"ber  of  hogs  slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection  during  March 
totaled  U,b£l,000  head,  S  percent  raore  th,an  in  February'  19^3  ^'..nd.  I3  percent 
more  than  in  1-iarch  last  year.     It  wr.'S  the  second  largest  slaughter  for  the 
month  on  record.     In  the  first  6  months  of  the  current  markoving  year 
(Octo'ber-March)  inspected  slaughter  totaled  a  little  over  30  million  head, 
up  7~l/2  percent  over  a  year  earlier.    Live  xreights  of  hogs  sla'jghtered  so 
fax  this  season  mve  averaged  roughly  10  pounds  heavier  than  a  year  earlier 
and  20  pounds  heavier  tlian  the  average  for  other  recent  years.     The  increase 
in  the  output  of  liog  products  in  this  period  over  0.  year  earlier,  'because  of 
the  heavier  weights,  amounted  to  roughly  375  million  pounds.    This  is 
equivalent  to  a"bout  one— half  of  an  average  month's  production  of  pork  and  lard, 

Government  Purchases  of  Pork  and  Lard 

Increased  Moderately  in  March 

Purcliascs  of  pork  and  lard  "by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  during 
Ma,rch  totaled  a.ioprcximately  179  million  pounds,  si'bout  I3  million  pounds  more 
than  in  Peoruary  and  5^  million  pounds  more  than  in  March  last  year.     On  a 
dressed  weight  "basis  the  6  months'   (Octo'ber-March)  total  purchases  of  pork 
have  "been  equivalent  to  a,"bout  25  percent  of  the  federall;r  inspected  pro- 
duction, co;ppared  with  ih  percent  in  the  corresponding  period  a  year  earlier. 
Lard  purchases  in  the  two  periods  have  "been  aloout  the  same,  25O  million 
pounds,  and  have  amounted  to  a.  little  over  one-fourth  of  the  inspected  output 
in  each  year.     The  purchase  figures  are  not  strictlj''  compara"bl3  with  those 
on  production,  hov/ever,  "because  of  the  time  lag  in  processing  and  delivery. 

Storage  Stocks  of  Pork  Reduced,  Lard  Increased 

Cold-storage  holdings  of  pork  v/ere  reduced  "by  3^*5  million  pounds  during 
Ma,rch.     The  size  of  stocks  on  April  1  —  591  million  pou^ids  —  wa.s  little 
different  from  the  size  of  stocks  a  year  earlier  and  was  slightly  IdoIow  the 
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1938-^2  avoragG  for  tlriat  date.    Pork  stocks  ordinarily  reach  a  peak  for  the 
year  in  Iferch  or  April  following  the  heaver  v/inter  run  of  hogs.    Stocks  then 
decrease  seasonally  dttfing  the  period  of  reduced  marketings  until  OctoTser  or 
November.      .  .     .  .  .  -  • 

Cold-storage  holdings  of  lard  and  rendered  pork  fat  on  April  1  ajn'^unted 
to  128  million  poimds,  vxp  6  million  poijinds  from  a  month  earlier  'out  million 

pounds  less  than  a  year  earlier.     The  April  1  lard  stocks  were  only  a.TDOut  SO 
percent  as  large  as  the  193S-^2  average  for  that  date.  ' 

Cattle  Prices  ¥eaker  in  Mid- April 

Cattle  prices  advanced  a  little  further  during  March  and  early  April, 
Chicago  top  price  for  Choice  steers  reached  $17.85,  a  new  high  since  1937 #  aad 
the  highest  April  price  since  1919*    Prices  of  the  lower  grades  of  slaughter 
cattle  continue  to  show  the  most  strength,  t-.dth  covi  and  "bull  prices  at  record 
levels.    Prices  weakened  a  little  -in^  mid-April ,  at  the  time  of  the  "break  in 
hog  prices.    The  average  price  of  Good  grade  "beef  steers  at  Chicago  for  theweek 
ended  April  I7  v/as  $l6.00  per  100  poujads,   still  30  cents  higher  than  a  month 
earlier  and  about  $2.30  higher  than  a  yc3.r  earlier. 

Prices  of  veal  calves  declined  sharply  in  early  April  following  the 
establishment  of  .specific  .v/holesale  coilijig  prices  for  veal,  which  apparently 
were  somewhat  lower,  than  the  packers'  individual  ceilings  in  effect  under 
previous  regtilations.    The  average  price  of  G-ood  and  Choice  grade  veal  ca-lvcs 
at  Chicago  in  mid-April  vras  about  $lU.70,  compared  vfith  $l6.75  in  late  Mp.rch 
and  $13.80  in  mid-April  last  year. 

Cattle  and  Calf  Sla'aghtor  Increased 
in  March  . 

Ha.rkotings  of  cattle  for  slaughter  increased-  soa.sonally  in  I!arch. 
■■Inspected  slaughter  for  the  m^onth  totalod  923.000  head,  8  percent  more  than 
in  February  but  slightly  less  tlian  in  March  last  year.    Although  inspected 
cattle  slaughter  in  the  first  quarter  of  19^3  ^^''■s  6  percent  smaller  than  a 
year  earlier,  the  3  months'  total  was  12  percent  greater  than  the  average  for 
the  preceding  5  years.  • 

Inspected  "calf  slaughter  increased  sharply  in  March  but  continued  sub- 
stantially under  a  ;^ear  earlier.     The  March  figure  of  UlO.OOO  heo.d  was  2^ 
percent  larger  than  in  February  but  v/as  16  percent  under  March  last  year.  It 
was  the  smallest  March  total  since  1933»     Inspected  calf  slaioghter  in- the 
first  qUcartor  of  the  year  was  18  percent  smaller  than  in  Januarj^-Mr^rch  last 
year.    Because  veal  carcasses  are  light  and  can  be  handled  easily,  black 
mo,rket  operations  are  believed  to  hpve  been  considerably  m.oro  prevalent  in  the 
case  of  calves  thrja  for  other  livestock  during  this  period. 

Lamb  Prices  Lower;   Slaughter  Under 
Last  Year 

Prices  of  slaughter  lambs  declined  moderately  during  March  but  con- 
tinued near  the  high  level  that  has  prevailed  since  the  first  of  the  year. 
The  average  price  of  G-ood  and  Choice  grade  sla-ughtor  lambs  at  Chicngo  in  mid- 
April  was  $15.80,  about  35  cents  lower  than  a  month  earlier  but  $3*35  higher 
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than  a  year  earlier.    Inspected  sheep  and  lamlD  slaughter  during  March  totaled 
close  to  1.5  million  head,  ahout  the  same  as  in  February  but  down  10  percent 
from  a  year  earlier.    The  total  January-March  inspected  slaughter  was  1 
percent  greater  than  last  year. 

THE  LIT-ff^TOCZ-FiSD  QUTLOOZ  FOR  I9I+3-UU 

A  reappraisal,  of  the  eivtire  feed  8.nd  livestock  situation  is  now  pos- 
sible as  a  result  of  the  repox't  on  •orospective  plantings  for  19^3»  released 
March  19i  and  the  survey  of  grain  stocks  on  faraa  April  1,  released  April  9* 
This  and  other  information  indicate  that,  because  of  the  sb:.'vp  increases  of 
the  past  2  years  and  the.  increases  now  in  prospect,  livestock  production 
promises  to  cut  heavily  into  reserve  feed  supplies  in  19^3"^^= 

The  number  of  livestock  now  on  hand  or  in  prospect  is  at  a  record 
high  level.     The  n'-juaber  of  milk  cows  and  heifers  on  farms  January  1,  19^3 
was  2  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier,  and  the  total  number  of  all  cattle 
was  up  h  percent,    ¥e  now  have  the  largest  cattle  population  on  record  — 
a  little  over  fS  million  head.    The  number  of  sheep  and  lambs  on  farms  at 
the  beginning  of  19^3  ^''a-s  3  percent  smaller  than  on  January  1,  19^2,  but 
the  number  of  chickens  v;as  lU  percent  larger.    The  73*7  million  head  of 
hogs  on  fcrriis  January  1,  19^3  ^as  22  percent  greater  than  a  year  earlier 
and  was  much  the  largest  number  on  record. 

Assuming  that  farmers  carry  out  their  reported  intentions  for  spring 
farrowings  and  meet  the  goals  for  farrowirgs  in  the  fall  of  19^3,  it  is 
estimated  that  the  total  19^3  P^S  crop  may  be  as  large  as  I25  million  head, 
compared  with  the  IO5  million  head  raised  in  19^2  and  the  1931-^0  average 
of  73  million.    In  addition  to  these  increases  in  livestock  numbers,  average 
weights  of  hogs  marketed  are  currently  running  about  10  percent  above  normal, 
while  egg  production  per  hen  is  up  12  percent  and  milk  production  per  cow 
is  about  S  percent  greater  than  the  1932-Ul  average.    Altogether  it  is  'esti- 
mated that  the  number  of  livestock  being  fed  in  the  calendar  year  19^3  is 
about  11  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier  and  that  the  19^^■  number  will 
show  a  further  increase  of  close  to  10  percent. 

All  current  indications  point  to  a  carry-over  of  corn  and  other  feed 
grains  from  the  19^2  crop  into  the  new  feeding  year,  starting  this  fall, 
about  equal  to  the  feed-grain  carry-over  in  the  fall  of  19^2,  Disappearance 
of  feed  grains  during  the  6  months  October-March  was  heavy  —  about  ^-1/2 
percent  greater  per  unit  of  livestock  production  than  the  1937-^1  average. 
Despite  the  record  large  corn  crop  of  19^2,  total  stocks  of  corn  on  April  1 
were  only  about  5O  million  bushels  larger  than  on  that  date  a  year  ago.  This 
means  that  practically  all  of  the  3>175  million  bushels  of  corn  and  the  1,890 
million  bushels  of  oats,  barley,  and  grain  sorghum  harvested  in  19^2,  as  well 
as  275  ^'^  3'-'0  million  bushels  of  wheat,  will  be  fed  to  livestock  in  the 
19)4.2-1+3  feeding  year  ending  about  October  1, 

It  is  impossible  to  predict  a,ccurately  at  this  time  what  the  19^3  feed- 
grain  harvest  will  be.    However,  if  average  yields  are  obtained  on  the  indi- 
cated 5  percent  larger  acreage  this  year  than  last,   the  19^3  corn  crop  would 
total  about  2,850  million  bushels,  325  million  bushels  less  than  the  19^2 
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crop.    Production  of  oats,  barley,  and  girain  sorghum  also  may  "be  somev/hat 
smaller  in  19^3  than  in  19^"2,  ;  On  the  other  hand^  increases  in  the  numher 
of  livestock  to  "be  fed  from  the  IS'^3  feed  crop  are  already  under  v;ay  or  in 
prospect.    This  situation  is  summarized  in  tahle  1,  in  which  feed  supplies 
and  livestock  numbers  in  prospect  as  of  April  1  (converted  to  comparable  unit 
bases)  &re  compared  v;lth  other  recent  yearso     This  taolo  indicates  that  unless 
crop  yields  :ghould  again  be  much  above  rorr.al,  feed  supplies  for  livestock 
will  be  much' less  plentifiil  ^ha^  *hey  have  been  in  the  past  3  years.    And  in 
case  of  a  below-average  groxvixig- season  this  year,  the  feed  situation  in 
19^3~^^  vmuld  become  acute.    On  the  other  hand,  exceptionally  high  crop  yields 
such  as  were  obtained  in  19^2,  would  greatly  ease  the  situation. 

Unless  feed-grain  production  in  19^3  greatly  exceeds  current  prospects, 
as  a  result  of  better  than  normal  yields  or  larger  acreages  of  corn,  spring 
wheat,  and  possibly  some  other  food  crops  than  indicated  by  March  1  intentions 
it  appears  that  farmers; face  a,  choice  among  the  following  alternatives,  or 
some  combination  thereof,  in  meeting  the  livcstocfc-f eed  situation  in  19^3~^^* 
(l)  Continue  the  present  high  rate  of  feeding,  thereby  reducing  drastically 
reserve  feed  supplies  by' the  suimier  or  fall  of  19^^;   (2)  reduce  the  current 
rate  of  feeding,  thereby  cutting  do\m  on  the  per  animal  yields  of  pork,  lard, 
eggs,  milk,  and  beef;  (3)  reduce  the  number  of  livestock  raised  below  the 
numbers  now  in  prospect. 

In  addition,  it  is  possible  that  the  quantity  of  v/heat  and  rye  fed 
could  be  increased  and  that  additional  imports  of  feed  grain  could  be  obtained 
from  surplus  producing  countries.    Action  already  has  been  taken  by  the  War 
Pood  Administration  to  supplement  our  feed  supply  by  such  imports. 

Table  1.-  Peed  suj)ply  and  grain-consuming  animal  units 


Year 


1935-36  to  i939~Uo  average 
^I9^a-Ui 

I94I-U2 
IQI42-U3  3/ 
1943-UU  t/ 


Supply  of  : Grain-consuming  :  Peed  grain 
feed-grain    :  animal         :       supply  per 

units  i/        :        units  2/        :     animal  unit 


Millior!  "pu::hcls  Millions  Ecshels 

3,uio  136  ;  25.0 

U,i39  .       ikh  28.8 

^1,3^9  '        155  28.1 

..  5.  0'+-^  172  2q.^ 

U,6Ul  188  2U.7 


jL/  October  1  supply  of  corn,  cats,  barley,  and  grain  sorgh-ums  and  estimated 

amounts  fed  to  livestock  of  rye  and  wheat  converted  to  feed  units  on  the 

basis  of  1  bushel  of  corn  equals  1»00.    I'ig-ure  for  lohx-kk  includes  about  the 

same  amount  of  wheat  and  rye  fed  to  lives'Uock  as  in  I942-U3. 

2/  January  1  livestock  numbers  converted  to  animal  units  on  the  basis  of 

relative  feed  requirements. 

3/  Preliminary. 

5/  Estimated.    Peed  supply  based  upon  indicated  acreage  and  average  yields 
plus  prospective  carry— over.. 
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OUTLOOK  -  HOaS 

BACgaROUMDn-  The  I9U2.  pig  crop  totaled  nearly  IO5  million  .-, 
head  —  2M-  percent  more  than  the  19^+1  crop  and  much  the 
largest  crop  on  record.     Inspected  hog  slaughter  so  far  in 
the  current  marl-ro'cing  ;^'ear  (OctolDer- -March)  has  totaled  only  ' 
7~l/2  percent  greater  .  t:_ar.  a  year  earlier,  hov/cver,  hecauso 
of  the  holding  'back  of-  c"ov/s  for  f^ijr^her  i?icreascd  production, 
greater'  than  usual  do.a.n  loj^Sr'S;  aiid  a  pro'balile  increase  in 
the  number  of  hogs  going  tc  noninf^pccted  slaughter. 

Support  Price  for,  Eogs  Raised  to  $13,  J^;  'but 
Reduction  from  High  i-Iarch  Prices  Urged 

Recognizing  that  prices  for  livestock  recently  have  been  unduly  high 
in  relation  to  existijig  _ceilings  on  wholesale  prices  for  meat  and  lard,  the 
War  Food  Aiirdnistration  annouacod  in  early  April  that  if  the  rationing 
program  ano  other  meat  control  measures  nov;  in  effect  do  not  result  in-  a 
downvrard  adjustment  in  hog  prices  in  a  reasonable  time  ceilings  would  be 
placed  on  prices  of  the  live  animals.    A  meeting;  of  representatives  of  the 
livestock  industry  has  been  called  by  the  War  Food  Administration  and  the 
Office  of  P.:rice  Administration  to  help  complete  plans  for  controlling  hog 
prices. 

To  a.ssure  farmers  that  the  possible  ceiling  action  is  not  intended  to 
discourage  a  cont:r.ued  high  le~--3'.l  of  hog  p'l^cdactxon,  the  support  price  for 
hogs  of  $13^25  (Chicago)  annouuiced  xa,st  January  was. raised  oj  $13^.75  through 
September  19^<-.     It  was  poiut3d  0T.t  thatv  despite  current  large  supplies  of 
feed,  reserve  feed  supplies  probably  will  be; reduced  in  19^3~^^  if  farmers 
carry  out  their  plans  to  increase  hog  production  and  meet  the  g08,ls  for  other 
liyestocko.   Hence,  hog  producers  have  been  advised  not  to  increase  breeding 
for  their  19^3  fall  pig  crop  more  than  I5  percent  over  the  19^2  level.  This 
year' s  spring  crop  is  indicated  to  be  about  2h  percent  larger  than  that  of 
last  year,   so  that  actually  an  increase  of  only  5  percent  in  the  fall  crop 
would  be  required  to  meet  the  I5  percent  increase  in  hog  production  called 
for  in  the  19^3  goals. 

OUTLOOK  -  OATTU:  ' 

■  ^9E^32^r~  ^he  cattle  population  of  the  United  States  has 
incraasecl  sharply  since  1933«     Ou  January  1,  19'+3  number 
of  Cattle  and  calves  on  farms  and  ranches  totaled  7S<>2  million 
heaii,,  13  million  more  than  in  193^  and  nearly  k  million  more 
tha.n  the  previous  peak  number  reached  at  the  beginning  of 
19.3,'+'     Cattle  prices  advanced  steadily  during  19^2  and  19^3* 
Prii.ces  received  by  farmers  for  cattle  this  spring  have  been 
the  highest  on  .recorde 

April  1  Cattle  on  Feed  1  Percent 
Larger  Than  a  Year  Earlier 

The  nxmber  of  cattle  on  feed  for  market  in  the  11  Corn  Belt  States 
on  April  1  was  1  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier.    Except  for  Iowa  and 
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Michigan,  the  ntimlier  in  States  east  of  the  Missouri  River  was  a  little 
snicJler  than  a  year  earlrer,  "bv.t  increases  in  the  three  States  west  of  the 
river  more  than  offset  these  decreases. 


The  1  percent  increase  on  A^iril  1  compares  with  the  estimated  3  per- 
cent increase  over  a  yoo.j"  earlier  cn  Jap.na.ry  1  of  thVs  year.    At  the  same 
time,  marketing  figures  -^hov/  tl^c  Orjnuary-March  slangnter  of  cabt.Lo  at 
inspectecl  plants  to  hrve  been  6  porcont  smaller  than  a  j-ear  earlier,  and 
the  movoncnt  of  feeder  cattle  to  v.. itry  points  to  have  "been  lari^er  than  a 
year  earlier.    As  shown  in  th^  acc-'Dpanying  table,  the  number  of  cattle 
sh'jpped  to  the  seven  Corn  BeJt  Stages  for  which  records  are  available  (direct 
and  from  public  stoclryards)  was  18  percent  Ip^rger  in  Jaruary-March  this  year 
than  last.    Reports  from  feeders  indicate,  however,  that  fewer  cattle  v/ere 
put  on  feed  in  this  period  this  year  than  1-^st,     This  inf orr'!-?,tion  lends 
support  to  the  reports  of  cattle  being  diverted  to  black  market  slaughterers. 

Table  2«-  Stocker  and  feeder  cattle  received  in  seven  Corn  Belt  States, 
January-IIerch,  V-'-Z  aiui  ly^^Ji,  and  cattle  on  feed  April  1 


as  a  pGJ-ccrtage  of  i 

3-  year  earlier 

:      Stacker  a/vl  f'^cco.  cat't 

e  received 

:      Cattle  on 

State 

;             in  Gev'.r.  ()oi"\  lelt  ; 

states 

:April  1,  15^3 

:                      Jaouary--  I-'ar  o  '.i 

:  percentage 

iqu2  : 

19^3 

:        year  earl 

:  Iloab^r 

IrijLjber 

Percent 

Ohio  ,  

S,7S6 

13,63^ 

96 

Indiana   

1S,Z^'2 

19,368 

95 

Michig'in  

7,860 

112 

Wisconsin  . . . . o 

l,U09  ■ 

I.U19 

90 

Minnesota   

18,6';2 

12,687 

98 

Iowa  ........... 

12^,705 

i^U,  o'+5 

100 

Nebraska  ...... 

■57,655 

79' 25s 

105 

Missoujr'i  , .  . .  •  • 

:  1/ 

1/ 

95 

South  Dakota  . . , 

If 

1/ 

105 

iCansas   

1/ 

1/ 

116 

Illinois  ...... 

1/ 

1/ 

93 

Total  .  0 , . . . 

23^+^858 

278,271 

101 

1/  Kot"  available o  - 

Feeder  Cat tl ?  Prices  High 

Feeder  cattle  prices  ha"e  advanced  on  the  average  about  $2.50  per  100 
pounds  since  lapt  fa.ll.    For  the  past  several  weeks  the  average  cost  of 
feeder  steers  at  Kansas  City  has  been  about  $lU^50  per  ICO  potinds,  compared 
with  a  level  of  around  $llcCO  a  yerr  ea.rlier.     The  ur,ward  trend  in  fat 
cattle  prices  since  last  fall  ha.s  allowed  cattle  feeders  relatively  favorable 
margins  on  their  19^2-^5  feeding  operations,  and  this,   together  vrith  con- 
tinued strength  in  fed-cattle  prices,  apparently  hes  given  encouragement 
to  the  purchase  of  feeder  cattle  that  is  not  entirely  warranted.  Although 
prices  for  finished  cattle  have  advanced  consistently  since  ceilings  were 
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first  placed  on  carcass  and  v/holesale  cuts  of  "beef  last  spring,  it  is  not 
likely  that  live  cattle  prices  can  advance  much,  further  under  existing  ' 
wholesale  "beef  price  ceilings »    At  the  same  time  that  the  Ver  Pood 
Administration  announcsd  it  v/as  studying  possihle  ceilings  on  live  hogs, 
it  also  commentedj  "Ad^niuistritlrfi  prolblems  do  not  permit  q-oick  action  on 
live  cattle  prices,  hut  immediate  consideration  is  heing  given  to  alternate 
methods  of  estahlishing  effec'r.ive  readjustment  of  such  prices  if  the  existing 
measures  do  not  pro Ye  effective," 

Range  Cattle  Through  Winter  in 

Good  Condition  ,     .     .  '  -  ' 

Cattle  in  the  ViTestem  Han^ge  States  have  come  through  the  v;inter  in 
mostly  good  condition*    V/inter  losses  were  light  except  in  limited  locaJ 
areas.    The  condition  of  cattle  in  the  Ea.nge  States  as  a  v/hole  on  April  1 
was  slightly  under  a  year  eaa-lier  hut  was  ahout  average  for  that  date* 
Rcuige  feed  conditions  on  April  1  were  a  little  below  average,  hut  varied  from 
very  good  in  Nevada  and  California  to  only  fair  in  the  Horthwest,  Prospects 
for  new  feed  vt^^e  mostly  good  thrcu^hout  the  northern  and  central  Great  \ 
Plains  area  hut  addition-al  moistur-e  was  needed  in  much  r-f  the  Southwest*  V 
I'rospects  for  feed  are  very  good  in  the  Osage  and  Flint  Hills  pastures  of 
Oklahoma  and  iCansao,  aiid  practically  all  of  this  gracing  area  is  reported 
to  have  heen  leased  hy  April  1  at  record  high  prices. 

Specific  Wholesale  Ceilings  for  .  . 

Veal  5^3 tahlished  hy-  Qt-A 

Specific  dollars-'and-cents  ceilings  at  the  packer  and  v/holesale  levels 
"became  effective  April  3  under  Amondmont  U  to  Revised  l^H  l69»  Ceiling 
prices  for  carcass  and  wholesale  cuts  of  veal  have  hcen  in'  effect  since  last 
Kay  un.der  regulations  based  upon  individual  sellers*  hi^esf  prices.  The 
new  regulation  provides  specific  maximum  prices  by  grad<5s  and'  regions  similar 
to  those  new  in  effect  for  beef*    Although  the  new  maxirrum  prices  cannot 
be  directly  compared  with  individual  packers'  ceilings  previously  in  effect, 
it  appears  that  the  nev/  order  lowers  somewhat  the  price  which'  slaughterers 
Can  afford  to  pay  for  live  calves. 

OUTLOOK  -  SBESP  AND  LAI'CBS 

EACgg-P.CUro:'^-  Sheep  numbers  in  the  United  States  increased  about' 
5-1/ million  head  from  1937  to  19^2.     Some  liquidation  of 
brr  eding  stuck  occurred  during  the  past  year,  and  the  January  1, 
19-^3  number  of  55"!  million  head  vras  1.6  million  head  smaller 
thac  the  1942  peak.    Average  prices  received  by  farmers  for 
la.m>:3  advanced  steadily  during  19^'2  and  early  19^'-3»    Pricer^  now 
are  near^  the  peak  prices  of  191^  and  1919» 

Weather  apA  Peed  Conditions  Mostly 
Unf avo..  .-^^ble  for  Early  Lambs    ■  • 

Except  in  California,  v/eather  and  feed  conditions  this  spring  have 
been  unfavorable  for  a  good  development  of  the  early  lamb  crop.  Conditions 
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have  'been  particulp^ly  im.favora^'ble  in  the  fp.r  Torthi-jost  —  Idaho,  Washing-tori, 
exid  Oregon  —  cn.it  noil  miis'.vr'^,  f;  .vers  a  ercod  ^roirtL  of  nev;  foed.  Zarly 
la,inhs  got  off  to  a  jozt  ctai"-^  in  t-is  av-^ri^   ana  theiD-  develcr/ront  diriug 
April  and  May  proliahly  will  rot  TLrJ.  ^  up  I'or  this  dsldy.     L'erih  lr,c::-:-c  in 
sone  parts  of  this  ^veo  ave  roper  c  '  l  to  i  ?,v--  h-^cn  rr''-".cr  hc;:.-:^^     :ha  .-^a'izona 
and  Texas  the  s.'-a-.on  has  h&-n  ba:vn.'s"'f  a:  d  car.i.y  ^  -.r.'. :  haV'-  C.  .'Vel-r^.d 
slowly.     Tn  Cal'' f  > -rnia,  howr.-/'-",  :^cr  d  has  nccn  r  t/:;id:;" in  all  e;.--  ly  lamliing 
arees;   e-':^ly  Ig"':"  ar-^  in  bj'^.sr  t'  an  aVora^'C  oc  jAitica  ond  most  of  them 
will  reach  slan^iitt-r  finish  wi'L^hout  supplements  ^y  fee  ling. 

In  the  Southeastern  States  a  late  spring  has  delayed  g.^owth  of  nev/ 
feed.    Sarly  larbs  have  develeped  ^airlv  i/ell,  hov:ever,  and  on  April  1  v/ere 
in  a,bout  average  condition,     Ine  proper tii^n  of  the  e.Vtr'iy  crop  drcpnsd  "by 
April  1  v/as  largrr  t'zc.n  usua.l.     In  iCis30\;:oi  early  laxbs  have  made  average 
development,  despite  relatively  large  death  losses. 

Eastern  Markets  Moy  TLecoive  Fevr 
l^arly  Spi  j  ng 

Ship'Tients  of  early  laaLs  in  Mj.r'c'i  out  of  California  and  Arizona  v;ere 
very  small  and  fs^-r  nev/-cvop  lanhs  ;  :  ...   --^  c  ^:d  hid^ western  markets  from  any 
source  "by  April  1,     Tiie  erpec^.^tio     rhac    .  :e  s'"rong  deaand  and  the  high 
level  of  prices  fo-r  spring  lanl^s       '.1  C''.-"    'Mie  thro'jg.hout  the  season  is 
encouraging  grove rr,  to  hold  lh.oir  lanbs  f  -     iioavier  tht:n  usual  weights* 
This  tendency,   ccT.bined  \"ith  the  rahher  b.'-ov/  de  v  ^  j-opment  in  some  areas,  v;ill 
result  in  a  rather  laie  n]e''enent  of  the  ercp«     Present  indications  are  that 
most  of  the  California  axd  iirizona  laribs  wiJl  be  slaughtered  in  California 
and  that  shipments  of  E3.;..ughler  larhs  to  Midv/estern  ajad  Eastern  markets  from 
these  States  will  he  quite  lisited. 

To  help  relieve  the  short  meat  situation  on  the  Vfest  Coast  and  at 
the  same  ;,lne  to  relieve  v/ar— hardened  trp:a3por betion  facilities,  local 
G  laugh  te-:"Grr,  in  the  far  V/estorn  States  aj  e  pern  It  ted  to  substitute  lajmh  and 
mutto/;.  for  their  unfilled  civilian  h'ec.1         1,  and  pork  q_uotas.     This  action 
was  liken  by  the  Office  of  Pi  ice  AJ-nxnis'.  ration  in  Amendment  I7  to  Meat 
Restriction  Order  1,  effective  March  cU,     In  adaition,   quota  slaughterers  in 
California,  Arizona,  and  Ueva,da  have  been  permitted  to  increase  their  civilian 
deliveries  of  la:.-,b  and  mutton  in  the  second  quarter  of  19^3        100  percent  of 
their  qnota  bases. 

The  n-nmber  of  fed  lambs  still  in  feed  lots  on  April  10  is  estimated 
to  have  been  abort  as  large  as  a  year  earlier.     The  fed-lamb  marketing  season 
is  about  over,  h; -'/ever.,  and  with  t:'-'e  movement  of  early  lambs  from  the  V/est 
restricted  and  the  dLOVc-' opme-i t  uf  t'le  cmy.  delayed  b;o:.!r-,-'hat  in  the  Native 
States,   sla.ughter  supplies  of  nev.  -  crop  l:.r;iDs  at  iM.dv/es  t  ern  and  Eastern 
markets  ma.y  be  relatively  sm.dl  until  early  siLmmer. 

:A.pril  1  Condition  of  Hange  Sheep 
Belov;  Average 

The  condition  of  sheep  and  la.mbs  in  the  V'estern  States  on  April  1  was 
"below  that  of  a  year  er.rlier  and  bclov.r  average  for  that  date.     Sheep  have 
wintered  in  poor  to  very  good  condition.     Late  lambing  prospects  vary  con- 
siderably, depending  upon  the  weather  and  a  rather  serious  shortage  of 
experienced  labor. 
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THE  TOOL  SITUATION 

Demand  G-ood,  Prices  Higher  in  April 

Demand  for  domcstis  ard  foreign  vrools  has  "been  strong  in  recent 
weeks  in  anticipation  o.f  Lrmy  orders^     Sup-olies  of  spot  wool  at  Boston  are 
small  and  interest  is  conterei  chief  1,7  in  .new-clip  wools  which  are  now 
"being  shorn.     Contracting  ws.s  active  in  most  Western  States  in  March  and 
the  early  part  of  A|^ril.    Prices  to  growers  advanced  slightly^  Texas 
12-months  v/ools  v;ere  purchased  at  kj  to        cents  a  pound  (grease  "basis)  in 
the  second  week  of  April.    This  is  alDOut  2  cents  a  pound  higher  than  prices 
offered  a.  month  earlier.    Many  of  the  contracted  wools  were  resold  to  mills 
in  original  "bags  at  ceiling  prices,     Foreign  wools  afloat  to  the  United 
States  and  those  for  which  shipping  space  had  "t'een  o"btained  were  readily 
purchased  "by  mills. 

After  remaining  unchanged  since  January,  prices  of  miost  graded 
territory  and  Texas  wools  at  Boston  advanced  in  the  early  part  of  Aprils 
J'ine  staiple  con"bing  territory  wools  sold  at  $1,18  to  $1^21  a  po'und  (scoured 
"basis)  the  second  v/eek  of  April  after  "being  quoted  unchanged  at  $1,18  to  \'' 
$1.20  since  July  15U2c     Q,uoted  prices  of  clothing  length  fine  territory 
vrools  were  increased  3  cents  a  pound  (scoured  "basis)  in  the  second  v/eek  of 
April  and  prices  on  fine  Texas  wools  were  up  a  cent  a  j)oundj    Prices  of 
medium  fleece  wools  also  strengthened  in  April.     Quoted  prices  for  3/S  "blood 
Com"bing  "bright  fleece  wools  averaged  5^*5  cents  a  pound  (grease  "basis)  the 
second  week  of  Avvil  compared  with  5U  cents  in  March  and  52»5  cents  in  April 
19)42. 

The  average  price  received  "by  farmers  for  viool  on  March  I5  wa,s  Uo,3 
cents  a  pound,  2  cents  higher  than  a  year  earlier  and  a  new  high  for  recent 
years. 

Mill  Consumption  of  Apparel  Wool  Sets 
Hew  He  cord  in  ?o"bn:iary 


Mill  consumption  of  apparel  wool  averaged  12. 3  million  pounds  per 
week  (scoured  "ba.sis)  during  I'e"bruary,  compared  with  11.2  million  pounds 
in  January  and  10.2  million  pounds  in  Pe"bruary  last  year.     It  was  the 
largest  weekly  average  consumpticn  for  any  month  of  record,    A  little  over 
half  of  the  total  was  domestic  v/ool»     Pe"bruary  consumption  of  carpet  v/ool 
averaged  71^'jOOO  pounds  per  v/eek  (scoured  basis),  a"bout  one- third  more 
than  in  January  "but  only  a"bout  half  the  Pe'bruary  19^2  weekly  rate  of 
consumption, 

Hew  Import  "R.e  strict  ions  Eeported  •  ; 


Exports  of  wool  from  Argentina  to  the  United  States  were  limited  to 
grades  ^Us  to  5?s  inclusive  during  March,  and  from  April  k  to  J)0  only  wools 
grading  46s  to  ^Ss  for  use  in  military  orders  can  he  accepted  hy  United 
States  "buyers  for  shipment.     The  restrictions  v/ere  applied  under  General 
Imports  Order  M-63  v/hich  requires  authorization  "by  the  Ifar  Production  Board 
for  all  wools  imported  into  the  United  States.   .These  restrictions  v/ere 
imposed  because  of  the  acute  need  for  shipping  space  from^  Argentina  to  the 
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United  States.    Fine  wools  Can  "be  obtained  in  largre  Quantity  from  Australia 
where  the  shippin^^  siturtion  5s  les^>  acu-^o     Sutstant5al  quantities  of 
grades  ^6s  to  583  arc  rccuireJ.  in  tlxc  mamifacturG  of  ^iilitary  fatrics,  and 
&uch  wools  are  not  aVEilc:blG  in  svfiicicn;;  sapply  fron  sources  othor  than 
Argentina* 

^^''-■■^2  ^■I.'^®£  '^LP'^j;      quiring  Lar'^je 
^•lan-^a      of  Doir.e'itic  W<jo1_ 

The  Quart errov'isters  Corps  requested  "bids  on  approximately  56  million 
yards  of  wool  cloth  and  10<.3  million  blankb^s  during  the  past  m.onth.  These 
orders  will  require  between  2^5  ano  2^0  million,  po^mds  of  v/ool  (greasy  shorn 
basis).    Bids  v;ill  be  accepted  on  fabricc  made  of  all  do-aestic  wool  or  of 
65  percent  domestic  and  35  percent  foTeiep.r     The  cloth  to  be  order^^d  includes 
ll.S  million  yards  of  IS-^ounce  sei^je.  20^5  million  yards  of  lO-l/2-ounce 
shirting  flannel,  10.-8  m.illion  yards  of  32-ouxice  melton  and  10,2  million 
yards  of  12-ounce  flannel.    Delivery  schedules  on  most  items  will  rxm  to  the 
end  of  19^43 . 

The  qupjitities  announced  are  the  largest  since  March  19^2,  They 
are  considerably  larger  than  the  $.?-^t  o-nbeT- ..ictoocr  purchases  last  year. 
Orders  for  various  fabrics  and  appar^'Oi  i'i;.":n:r.  are  a.v/a„rdcd  throughout  the 
year,  but  pxirchsse  of  the  principaJ.  '.■:ms  of  uniform  cloth  generally  is 
made  in  large  quai.tity  only  once  or  twice  a  year. 

Grovernment  Will  Purchase  19^3 
Wool  Clip 

Plans  have  been  completed  for  the  Government  take-over  of  the  portion 
of  the  19^-'' 3  domestic  v;ool  clip  unsold  after  April  25.    V/ool  v/ill  be  handled 
through  re{;;ular  trade  channels,  biit  dealers  and  cooperatives  will  buy, 
handle,  ar.d  sell  the  wool  for  the  a.cco'unt        Couirp.odity  Credit  Corporation, 
which  will  be  in  charge  of  the  prog'^^'m..    Prices  to  growers  will  be  the 
Current  ceiling  prices  less  f:"eight  '.har-^-eG  and  an  allowance  to  cover  m.prket— 
ing  costs.     Commodity  Credit  Corporation  c}l^rges  for  appraisal,  storage,  and 
intei-cst  will  be  I-I/8  cents  per  groa.sc  potmd.     Plandlers'   (deelers  and 
cooperatives)  charges  will  be  in  line  vrith  regular  consignment  charges.  Wool 
will  be  sold  to  mills  at  ceiling  prices. 

Growers'  representatives  have  asked  that  the  Government  purchase  the 
domestic  clip  for  the  d'oration  of  the  war  and  a  suitable  period  thereafter. 
This  is  asked  as  a  protection  against  price  declines  which  may  occur  if  the 
stock  pile  v;ools  nc''7  stored  in  this  country  by  the  United  States  a-nd  British 
Governments  are  placed  on  the  market.     On  February  I5  the  Reconstruction 
^Finance  Corporation  reported  that  such  stocks  totaled  close  to  SOO  million 
pounds.     Included  in  this  strategic  reserve  were  3'^9  million  poun.ds  of 
Australian  wool  purcha.sod  by  the  Defense  Supplies  Corporation,  I32  million 
pounds  of  South  African  wool  stored  but  not  yet  purchased,  and  3^5  niillion 
pounds  of  Britisl>-owned  Australian  and  llew  Zealand  \>rools,  stored  in  this 
Country* 

Altho-ugh  the  present  program  is  on  an  annual  basis  and  applies  only 
to  the  19H3  clip,  officials  indicated  their  belief  that  a  price- supporting 
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program  should  be  continued  until  a  suitable  period  after  the  war,  Definite 
commitments  beyond  the  19^3  clip  could  not  be  made  at  the  present  time, 
hov/ever,  because  the  statutory  life  of  the  Com.modity  Credit  Corporation  has 
not  as  yet  been  ex-uended  by  Congress  beyond  I9U3. 

According  to  ITo'-.d  Distribution  Order  50,   effective  April  25,  all 
domestic  wool  must  be  sold  to  the  Gon^modity  Credit  Corpcration,  with  the 
following  exception^.:  •  (l)  Co-jntrj-  handlers  may  purchase  for  their  own  account 
lots  of  1,000  pounds  or  less,  provided  that  such  wool  is  later  sold  to  the 
.  Com.modity  Credit  Corporation^     Handlers  may  receive  wool  in  any  quantities 
on  consigriacnt  for  sale  to  the  Comm.odity  Credit  Corporation,     (2)  Dtiring  the 
period  April  25-1' ecem.be r  3^5   19^'39  manuf act-ore rs  may  purchase  directly  fromi 
producers  located  vrithin  5O  miles  of  the  m.?nufacturer' s  mill  quantities  of 
wool  not  in  excess  of  the  amount  purchased  directly  in  19^r2o     The  order  does 
not  apply  to  v/col  sold  by  producers  prior  to  April  25. 

All  purchases  of  v/ool  by  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  will  be  m.ade 
on  the  basis- of  official  appraisals  by  a  committee  composed  of  three  memibors 
appointed  by  and  v/o.rking  under  the  Director"  of  j?ood  Distribution.  Appraiss-ls 
will  be  made  on  the  basis  of  grade,   shrinkage,  length,  and  other  fo,ctors 
affecting  vplue.     Jood  Distribution  Administration  offices  at  Boston, 
Philadelphia,  Chicago,  San  i\ngelo  (Texas).  Denver,  and  Portland  (Oregon)  will 
serve  as  regional  headquarters  for  the  appraisal  work.     The  chief  appraiser 
will  have  headquarters  in  Boston. 

Shearling  H^guirements  to  Continue 
Large  Through  194^ 

In  I9H2  dom.estic  shearling  production  in  the  United  States  to  baled 
5,209,000  pelts,- ■  compared  with  2,600,000  pelts  in  I9UI,     Imports  of  shearling 
pelts  last  year  exceeded  domiestic  production,  but  about  50  percent  of  the 
foreign  skins  were  rejects... 

Most  growers  expressed  satisfaction  with  last  year' 3  program  and  felt 
that  they  made  m.oney  because  of  it.     There  were  some  reports  of  price  dis- 
crimination from,  grovfers,  and  some  of  the  smaller  killers  reported  that  they 
were  unable  to  sell  shearling  pelts  at  ceiling  prices.     Inquiries  concerning 
next  year's  program,  hov/ever,   indicate  a  continuing  interests 

Shearling  requirements  for  military  purposes  in  19^^  have  just  been 
estimated  by  the  Var  Production  Board  aftar  a  conference  with  A^r  jTorce 
officers.     Contracts  with  tanners  for  nexD  year's  production,  however,  prob- 
ably will  net  be  signed  until  after  July  1,     "  ' 

Thero  is  an  estimated  requirement  for  19^^-^  of  ■  approximately  5  million 
feet  a  month  for  flying  clothing  alone.     This  estimate  tallies  very  closely 
with  last  year's  requireaentso     Interpreted  in  terms  of  shearling  pelts,  these 
figures  call  for  a  production  of  approximately  7-1/2  million  usable  skins  for 
military  purposes  next  yoar*     In  addition,   there  is  a  possibility  that  more 
shearling  pelts  will  be  released  for  civilian  use.     Last  year  civilian  needs 
were  filled  entirely  from  military  rejects.     Reports  from  the  range  country 
last  v;inter  revealed  a  shortage  of  sheep-lined  clothing  in  som.e  areas. 
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IVom  a  production  standpoiut  the  taiinei-s  and  Var  Production  Board  are 
asking  growers  to  emphasize  quality  in  their  shearling  production  program 
next  /ear.    There  will  "be  no  deviation  from  the  ceilings;  prices  h\it  ta.nners 
probably  v.dll  not  he  as  liberal  in  their  grading  in  19^^  arj  they  ',<rere  in  I9U2. 
Tanners'  contracts  and  prices  are  based  on  mer chantable  pelts  that  vdll 
yield  SO  to  100  square  feet  per  dozen  slrins.    V/here  the  outturn  Toer  dozen 
pelts  falls  substantially  below  90  square  feet  it  ma-l^es  the  pelts  figure 
too  high  if  they  have  all  been  taken  in  as  Ho.  1' s  or  'x<o,  2' s. 

The  ¥ar  Production  Board  is  not  looking  entirely  to  the  domestic 
market  to  supply  all  these  pelts  but  they  vrould  like  to  use  as, many  domestic 
skins  as  possible.     They  estimate  that  fully  55  Percent  of  the  19^'4  production 
should  bo  No,  1  skins  which  would  leave  U5  percent  as  ITo.  2' s. 


CAIIALIAIT  ¥0CI-PITRCHAS3  PHCG-RA.M,  I9U2 

Before  the  war  Canada  imported  about  four— fifths  of  the  rav/  wool 
(including  tops  and  noils)  used  by  the  vrool  manufacturing  industry.  Dom.estic 
production  of  about  IS  million  pounds  (grease  basis)  v;as  insufficient  for 
domestic  needs.    However,  a  considerpble  quantity  of  the  fine  wool  produced 
in  western  Canada  was  exported.    This  wo.s  due  in  part  to  the  Canadian 
preference  for  medium  wools  and  also  to  inadequate  scouring  and  combing 
facilities.     Imports  of  raw  wool  (mo?.tly  scoured)  and  wool  to;cs  came  chiefly 
from  ITew  Zealand,  the  United  Kingdom,,  and  Australia. 

The  war  placed  heavy  demands  on  the  Canadian  Mool  manufacturing  industry 
to  clothe  the  armed  forces.     In  September  1939  ^'^^  J?^^~^       Wool  Administrator 
vras  established  within  the  V*artim,c  Prices  and  Trade  Loard.     The  Administrator 
was  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  obtaining  adeouate  supplies  of  wool  at 
reasonable  prices.     The  uncertainty  of  imported  supplies  from  the  Southern 
Hemisphere  soon  focused  attention  on  domestic  supplies.    Hicports  of  v;ool  ajid 
wool  products  v;ere  prohibited  without  specific  authorization,  and  the 
Government  instituted  a  program  to  encourage  an  expansion  in  Canadian  v/ool 
production. 

To  meet  the  contention  of  grower  organizations  that  some  guarantee 
of  a  read^-  na.rket  and  stable  prices  vras  necessary  to  stimulate  production, 
the  Canadian  Government  annouiiced  in  March  19^2  that  it  would  purchase  the 
entire  production  of  shorn  and  pulled  wool  for  the  duration  of  the  ^;ar  and 
1  year  thereafter.    Authority  to  purchase,  store,  grade,  and  distribute  the 
domestic  production  was  placed  with  the  Canadian  V/ool  Board,  which  was 
created  on  March  10,  I9U2  and  which  functions  under  the  direction  of  the 
Wartime  Prices  and  Trade  Board.     The  Wool  Board  also  h^;ndlcs  the  importation 
of  wool  for  nonmilitary  reouiroments. 

The  V/ool  Board  is  "composed  of  the  V/ool  Administrator  of  the  Wartime 
Prices  and  Trade  Board,  v/ho  serves  as  President  of  the  Board,  and  seven 
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directors.     Two- of  the  directors  are  from  the  mana.^eEent  of  the  Canadian 
Cooperative  Wool  Grox/ers, ,  Ltd, ,  a  national  producer-^controlled  organization. 
A  third  director  is  heaxl  of  a  Montreal  Wool  Company  and  the  remaining 
memhers  are  from  thsv  staff s  of  the  V/artiae  Prices  and  Trade  Board  and  the 
Dominion  Derartment  of  Agriculture. 

To  vest  'the  Board  yith  euthoritj;-  to  ol)tain  the  entire  domestic  pro- 
duction, Order  IJo.  IJ  respecting,  -"'ool  v/as  issiied  hy  the  "v/artime  Prices  and 
Trade  Board,  effective  March  25,  1942.^ The  order  provided  that: 

1.  lairing  the  present  v/ar  and  one  wool  clip  theree.fter 
no  ungraded  fleece  wool  or  ungraded  pulled  v/ool  shall 
"be  sold  except  to  a  registered  warehouse  or  a  person 
licensed  "by  and  acting  on  hehalf  of  the  Canadian  VJ'ojI 
Board,  Ltd.  and  no  person  other  than  such  warehouse  or 
licensee  shall  huy  or  procure  any  ungraded  fleece  or 
pulled  wool. 

2.  iTo  primary  producer  shall  accumulate  or  withold  fr'>m 

sale  any  ungraded  wools  "beyond  a  quantity  reasonably  ■ 
required  for  home  use  or  for  the  production  of  homo-sp"un 
fa'orics  or  rugs, 

3»    Prices  to  he  paid  "by  the  warehouse  or  licensee  after 
grading  shall  he  .those  fixed. hy  the  V/ool. Board  and  the 
price  paid  to  the  producer  shall  he  in  a.ccordance  with  the 
grade,  c?iaracter,  condition,  and  point  of  origin  of  the  wool. 

All  wools  purchased  hy  the  licensed  w?,rehouse  or 
^licensee,  shell  he  held  subject  to  purchase  or  allocrtion 
■h^^^  Board  which  ma;v'"  prescribe  the  term.s 

,  and  conditions  of  sale  or  other  disposal. 

Purchase  and  distribution  of  Canadian  v/ool  under  the  'ifool  Board  is 
carried  out  through  the  existing  trade  channels.'    All  registered  v/ool  ware- 
houses Ij  which  Operated  in  I3UI  were  eligible  for  license  by  the  ViTool  Board. 
The  xfarehouses  operate  as  primary  and  secondary  receivers.    V/ool  growers' 
associations,  local  dealers,  agents,  wool  collectors,  and  field  men  act  as 
primary  receiver?!  under  Government  license.     Commissions  paid  to  all  ware- 
houses and  operators  are  uniform^  and  arc  established  by  the  ¥ool  Board. 

Prices  paid  to  producers  were  established  by  Hegulation  ITo.  1  of 
the  Canadian  Wool  Board,     The  prices  are  quoted  on  a  grease  basis,  by  grades, 
for  wools  of  average  shrinkage  and  are  br.sod  f.o.b.  eastern  Canadian 
warehouses.     The  wool  grower  is  charged  vrith  all  costs  of  transportation  to 
the  eastern  warehouse.     Separate  price  schedules  are  provided  for  eastern 
farm  wools,  western  fe.rm  wools  and  western  range  v.^cols.     Settlements  are 
based  upon  the  net  receiving  weights  at  the  registered  warehouse.  The 

ly  Registration  of  warehou.sos  v/as  carried  out  by  the  Director  of  Marketing 
Ser'/ice,  Department  of  Agriculture,  in  connection  vrith  compulsory  grading 
of  all  wool  sold  in  Canada,  which  becam.e  effective  J anua^ry  1,  19^1, 
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clip  is  graded  at  the  warehouse  "before  settlement  is  made  v/ith  the  gro'-rer, 
"but  an  advance  payment  may  "be  made  on  delivery  by  arrangement  v;ith  the 
warehouse  or  licensed  operator.     The  advance  cannot  exceed  25  cents  per 
pound  on  eo.stern  wools  and  20  cents  per  pound  on  v;estern  wools.     The  schedule 
of  official  maximum  prices  by  grades,  grease  brsis,  and  approximate  scoured- 
equivalent  prices  are  shown  in  table  3* 

Prices  received  by  producers  in  19^2  "under  G-overnment  purchase  averaged 
25*5  cents  per  pound  (grease  basis)  according  to  the  Crjiadian  Department  of 
Agricultureo    The  average  farm  price  of  wool  in  19^1  v/as  22.5  cents  per 
pound,  and  the  1935-'39  average  was  12  cents  per  pound. 

To  maintain  the  Maximum  Price  Regulations  which  set  as  a  price  ceiling 
for  all  commodities  the  highest  price  charged  during  the  period  September  I5- 
October  11,  19^1»  wool  for  civilian  use  is  sold  to  mills  through  the  Wool 
Board  at  not  more  than  ceiling  prices  and  any  loss  entailed  is  absorbed  by 
the  Board.    As  the  Wool  Board  also  handles  foreign  wools  for  civilian 
requirements,  it  is  expected  that  losses  on  below-cost  sales  of  domestic 
wool  may  be  offset  at  least  in  part  by  profits  on  wools  imported  through  the 
British  Wool  Control  and  sold  to  Canadian  mills  by  the  Wool  Board. 

Little  information  is  available  thus  far  on  the  first  year' s 
operations,  but  trade  reports  indicate  that  growers  are  generally  satisfied 
with  the  methods  of  operation  but  v;ould  like  higher  prices.     The  Canadian 
sheep  industry  outside  of  the  western  rejige  region  is  mainly  a  subsidiary  of 
mixed  farming.     Sheep  are  carried  on  about  18  percent  of  occupied  farms 
in  Canada  compared  with  only  9  percent  of  farms  reporting  sheep  in  the 
United  States.     The  size  of  flocks  is  small,  averaging  about  26  sheep  per 
farm  at  the  time  of  the  193^  census.     In  western  Canada,  however,  v/here  about 
half  of  the  wool  clip  is  produced,   sheep  ranching  is  one  of  the  principal 
agricultural  industries,  with  some  ranches  carrying  ^,000  and  more  sheep. 
The  principal  sheep-ranching  areas  are  in  the  southern  parts  of  Alberta, 
Saskatchewan,  and  British  Columbia. 

The  cooperative  movement  is  strong  among  Canadian  producers.  Western 
sheep  ranchers  usually  are  members  of  the  sheep  association  that  exists  in 
the  region  v/here  they  operate  a-nd  most  of  the  sheep  associations  are  a  part 
of  or  are  affiliated  vrith  the  Canadian  Cooperative  V/ool  Growers  Association, 
a  national  producer-controlled  organization,  \irith  headquarters  at  Toronto. 
A  survey  made  in  1929-31  indicated  that  about  95  percent  of  the  western 
range  wools  included  in  the  survey  were  marketed  through  this  organization. 
In  1939-^0  about  30  percent  of  all  Canadian  shorn  vfool  v;as  graded  and 
marketed  through  this  orga.nization. 
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SUMMARY  or  FRIGE  MD  SUFFLY  CONTROL  REGULATIONS  . 
THROUGH  APRIL  I5 

•  .    A  summary  of  price  control  regulations  affecting  mc^.ts  and  wool  was 
-given  in  the  Novemlier  19^2  issue  of  this  reports    A  similar  tahulation  of 
supply  control  measures  was  given  in  the  March  19^3  issue.     The  following 
will  "bring -"these  two  listings  of  Government  regulations  to  date  through 
April  15.  ' 

.    '.  Table  U.-  Price  and  Supply  Control  Regulations 


'Regulation 


Principal  provisions 


Meat  Price  Controls:  Wholesale 


Dressed  'Hogs  and; "Whole sale 
Pork  Cuts;  ■  , 

Am.  1-to  Rev,'  MPR  Nov'  l^+S 
^■Issued  I/I3/H3 
■Effective  1/ 19/^3 


Established  formula'  for  calculating  ceiling  prices  on 
dressed  hog  carcasses  vrhere  denominator  method  of 
pricing  is  used. 

Modified  specific  ceilings  on  some  pork  cuts  and  added 
some  not  previously  listed. 


Am,  2  to  Rev    ICPR  No,  ihS    Prohibited  sale  of  dressed  hog  carcasses  under  denomi- 


Issued  3/6/^3 
Effective  3/6/U3 


Am.  3  to  Rev.  I^R  No.  lUg 

Issued  U/lO/!l3 
Effective  U/10/U3 

Beef  and  Veal  Carcasses 
and  Wholesale  Cuts: 
Revised  I^R  No.  169 
Issued  I2/IO/U2 
Effective  12/16/^2 

Am-.  1  :-t6:'ReY.  I-IPR  No.  I69 
•  Issued  12/19/^+2 
Effective  I2/19/U2 


nator  pricing  formula  except  to  persons  who  obtained 
.•at  least  half •  of  their  supplies  in  19^+1  by  buying 

dressed  hogs  or  by  cutting  up  hog  carcasses. 
Provided  specific  prices  on  dressed  hog  carcasses  for 

other  buyers. 
Revised  maximum  prices  of  products  for  purchase  by 

war  procurement  agencies. 
Changed  premium  on  fabricated  cuts  sold  to  restaurants 

from  15  percent  to  1  cent  per  pound. 

Permitted  increase  in  maximum  prices  to  include  cost 
of  transportation  from  an  area  of  supply  to  one  where 
a  critical  shortage  of  meat  exists. 


Provided  specific  dollar s-and~ccnts  ceilings  for  prices 
of  dressed  carcass  beef  and  wholesale  beef  cuts,  by 
grades  and  regions. 

Included  Philadelphia  in  the  list  of  counties  in  vihich 
slaughterers  must  file  reports  by  Dec.  28,  19^2. 


I 
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Table  U,-  Price  and  Supply  Control  Regulations  -  'Contiriued 


Regulation 


Principal  provisions 


"Weat  Price-  Controls:    Wholesale  -  ^ntinued 


Am.  2  to  Rev.  MPR  Fo.  169 

Issued  I/2/U3 
Effective  I/S/U3 


Am.  3  to  Rev.  MPR  No.  I69 

Issued  1/11/^3 
Effective  l/lB/k}  . 


Am.  U  to  Rev.  MPR. No.  I69 
Issued  3/30/U3 
Effective  V3/^3 

Am.  5  to  Rev.  I^R  No.  I69 

Issued  U/IO/U3 
Effective  k/lO/k} 


Am.  6  to  Rev.  I>CPR  No.  I69 
Issued  I+/12/U3 
Effective  VlV^3 


Beef  and  Beef  Products 
Purchased  "by  Eederal 
Agencies; 
Am.  2  to  ^^PR  No.  I56 
Issued  I2/IO/U2 
Effective  I2/IO/U2 

Am.  3  to  MPR  No. . I56 

Issued  I2/31/U2 
Effective  I/1/U3 

Am,  U  to  MPR  No.  I56 

Issued  3/30/^3 
Effective  k/l/k}  ■ 


Date  for  hotel  supply  houses  to  file  reports  ext'^nded 
to  Jan»  11,  I9U3. 

Permits  sellei^s  of  veal  and  sausage  to  file  application 
for  adjustment  in  ceilings  since  specific  ceilings  for 
these  products  not  included  in  the  revised  order. 

Made  available  to  inspectors  of  OPA  sales  records  of 
sellers  of  beeiT  and  veal  carcasses  and  wholesale 
cuts  and  processed  products. 

Exempted  from  maximum  price  limitation  on  custom 
slaughtering  a  small  group  which  slaughtered  under 
contract  for  firms  which  did  no  slaughtering. 

Established  specific  dollars-and-cents  ceilings  for 
veal  by  graders  and  zones  similar  to  those  already 
in  effect  for  beef. 

Provided  for  temporary  regional  adjustment  inceiling 
prices  for  beef  and  veal  to  cover  cost  of  shipmen-t... . 
from  surplus-producing  areas  into  regions  where  ■  "jr.'.;;--':' , 
critical  shortages  exist. 

Made  some  adjustments  on  maximum  prices  of  beef 

carcasses  and  v^holesale  cuts.  '  . 

-introduced  dollars-and-cents  ceiling  prices  on  miscel- 
■  laneous  beef  products  such  as  corned  beef  brisket, 
corned  beef  plate  and  dried  beef  items  left  under  the 
"freeze"  when  specific  prices. were  established  in 
December, 


.    ;      .      ■■■■■■  '  ' 

Revoked  regulations  applying  to  frozen  boneless  beef, 
covered  after  Dec.  10  in  Revised  MPR  No.  I69. 


Extended  period  of  exemption  from  price  control  until 
April  1  for  certain  Army  field 'rations. 


Deferred  indefinitely  specified  Army  canned  rations  from 
price  control,  but  continued  specific  price  ceilings 
on  Vienna  sausage  and  corned  beef  as  announced  in 

■originiai  order. 


Continued  - 
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Tatle  U.-  Price  and  Supply  Control  Hegulatioris  C.ontinued 


.    Regulation  \  Principal  provi.sibns 

'   M.e at  Price  Cohtrolsl   "^olesale      Continued         . , 

 ^,1  (iL- '„  ,  ■  ■   

Certain  Sausage  Products. for  . 
War  Procurement  Agencies ;■. 

.  .MPR  No.  286  ,  Established  specific  dollars-and-cents  ceiling  prices  orj 

Issued  12/15/^+2  frankfurters  ajQdr  ]bo-lognia  'sold  -to' war  procurement 

Effective  I2/19/U2,  to      'agencies,       V  •■ 
--expire  2/16/^3  .  ;' \  1         r  :  ^ 

Am,  1  to  MPR  Ho.  2S6.   .  ■;    ■    Extended^' indefinitely  the  life  of  the  order  covering 
Issued  2/16/U3  ceiling  prices  on  sausage  products. 

Effective  2/16/U3  Made  adjustments  in  some  ceilings  to  take  care  of  cost 

of  freezing,  packing  for  export  ahd  differentials 
„..■,..  -  between' zones.  •.  ' 

Am.  2  to  MPR  No.  2S6  Increased' ceiling  prices  for  frankfurters  and  iDologna' 

Issued  prepared  for  wg-r.  procurement  agencies.  .• 

Effective  Vl3/^3. ...       \   ■  '■     ■  . '-i^';  ■ 

Lamb  and  Mutton  Carcasses  ^  .,  r  '■ 
and  Cuts  at  Wholesale  ,-:r;-.:--  ... 

and  Retail:  ..  '       '  ' 

Revised  I^IPR  239  Provided  specific  dollars-and-cents  cejLlings  on -dressed 

Issued  I2/I8/U2  sheep  and  lamb  carcasses  and 'wholesale  cuts,  by  grades 

Effective  I2/23/U2     , ;      and  by  •regions. 

1  tpr  Rev.  MPR  No.  239    Eliminated  requirement"  that  wholesale  sellers  state 
Issued.  3/22/^3  transportation  or  delivery  charge  on  each  invoice  if 

Effective  3/27/^3  local  laws  prohibit  separate  statements , of  hauling 

charges.  .  • ■  _ 

Ceiling  prices  extended  to  additional  hotel  supply  cut 
and  premium  prices  for  pickled  mutton  to  co.yer  'Cuts  as 
well  as  carcasses.    ..   ..  ^.   '"'     ■  ' 

Am.  2  to  Rev.  MPR  No.  239    Permitted  increase  in  maximum  prices  to 'include  cost  of 
Issued  h/lO/M'^  transportation  from  an  area  of  supply  to  one  where  a 

Effective  U/10/U3  critical  shortage  of.  meat  -exi'sts. 

Am.  3  *o  yCPR'  239  Required  Government  grading  of  all  lamb  and  mutton 

Issued  U/IO/U3  carcasses  sold  by  packers  and  wholesalers. 

Effective  k/lk/k'^  Allowed  increased  maximum  prlce'-s^' to  cover  cost  of 

initial  icing  of  carcasses  before  they  arc  taken  over 
by  the  railroad,  and  to  voer  cost  of  sales  by  peddler 
truck. 

Horsemeats 
MPR  367 

Issued  k/lk/k^ 
Effective  U/2O/U3 

Continued 


Established  uniform  dollars-and-cents  ceiling  prices, 
wholesale  and  retail,  for  horsemeat  sold  for  human  or  ' 
animal  food. 
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Tatle  h,"  Price  and  Supply  Control  Regulations  -  Continued 


Regulation 


Fats  and  Oils  l/ : 

Am,  20  to  RPS  No.  53 
Issued  II/27/U2 
Effective  I2/3/U2 


Am.  26  to  EPS  No.  53 

Issued  ^2/^3 
Effective  U/3/U3 

Am.  28  to  EPS  No.  53 

Issued  ^/3/^3 
Effective  4/9/)+3 


]  Principal  provisions 

"l^eat  iPrice  Controls:    Wholesale  -  Continued" 


Raised  ceiling  prices  for  lard  flakes  sold  "by  Chicago 
processors  to  points  outside  the  Chicago  "basing-point 
zones. 

Raised  ceiling  prices  for  war  lard  made  from  such  lard 
flakes. 

Provided  that  total  price  paid  by  "buyers  for  fats  and 
oils  (including  commissions)  must  not  exceed  ceiling 
prices  specified  in  regulation. 

Established  specific  dollars-and-cents  ceilings  for 
lard  oil. 

Revised  ceiling  on  lard  sold  to  Federal  Surplus 
Commodity  Coirporation. 


Meat  Price  Controls:  Retail 


Retail  Prices  for  Pork  Cuts; 
MPR  33^ 

Issued  3/5/U3 
Effective 

Am.  1  to  MPR  336 
Issued  U/1/U3 
Effective  Vl/^3 

Retail  Prices  for  Beef, 
Veal,  Lamb  and  Mutton 
Cuts: 
I4PR  355 

Issued  V5/^3 
Effective  V 15/^3 

Am.  1  to  ?^R  355 

Issued  U/1U/U3 
Effective  U/1U/U3 


Domestic  Shorn  Wool; 
Am.  1  to  MPR  No.  IO6 
Issued  3/23/U2 
Effective  3/2U/U2 


Established  specific  cents-.per„pound  prices  for  all 
major  pork  cuts,  by  classes  of  retailer  and  by  regions 


Eliminated  reauirement  that  ceiling  prices  be.  shown  on 
each  pork  cut  displayed  in  retailers'  showcases. 


Established  specific  cents  per  pound  prices  for  all 
grades  of  meat,  by  class  of  retailer  and  by  zones. 


Postponed  the  effective  date  of  this  regulation  to 
May  17  to  permit  reexamination  of  prices  in  light  of 
President' s  "hold  the  line"  order. 

Price  Controls:  Vfool 


Provided  for  adding  limited  brokers  commission  to 
applicable  maximum  prices  when  agent  is  employed. 


1^/  Lard  only;  for  regulations  and  amendments  applicable  to  other  fats  and  oil: 
see  The  Pats  and  Oils  Sittiation. 


Continued  - 
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Table  U.-  Price  and  Supply  Control  Regulations  - 


Continued 


Regulation 


Principal  provisions 


Am,  2  to  MPR  No,  IO6 

Issued  3/27/U2 
Effective  3/27/U2 

Am.  3  to  MPR  No,  IO6 

Issued  '6/5/U2  ■ 
Effective  6/IO/U2 


jPrice  Controls:    Wool  ~  Continued 

Amended  price  adjustment  for  wools  tied  with  sisal  or 
"binder  twine. 


Amended  price  adjustment  for  seedy  or  "burry  wools  which 
"  require  carlDonizing*' 


Wool  and  Wool  Tops  and  Yarns; 
Am.  10  to  HPS  No.  58 
Issued  II/2/U2 
Effective  II/U/U2  ■ 

Am.  11  to  HPS  No.  5S 

Issued  I2/7/U2 
Effective  I2/12/U2 

Am.  12  to  RPS  No,  5S 

Issued  2/9/U3 
Effective  2/9/U3 

Raw  and  Processed  Wool 
Waste  Materials: 
~Am7~U  to  MPR  No,  I23 
Issued  12/18/^2      '  ■ 
■Effective  I2/17/U2 

Am,  5  to  MPR  No.  I23 

Issued  2/2k/k-^ 
Effective  3/1/^3 


Woolen  and  Worsted  Civilian 
Apparel  Fabrics: 
Am.  7  to  l^iPR  No.  163 
Issued  II/2/U2 
Effective  ll/U/1+2 

Am,  g  to  MPR  No.  I63 

Issued  1/5/^3 
Effective  1/11/^3 

Am.  9  to  14PR  No.  163' 
Issued  l/lU/1+3 
Effective  l/20/i+3 


Provided  that  petitions  for  adjustment  must  "be  filed  by 
November  I5,  19^2, 


Provided  for  carrying  out  of  v/ool  top  futures  contracts 
under  maximum  provisions  ruling  on  date  of  sale. 


Establishes  dollars-and-cents  maximum  prices  for  blended 
woolen  and  worsted  yarns  spun  on  cotton  system. 


Provided  for  carrying  out  of  prior  contracts  at  contract 
price  -where  delivery  is  made  v/ithin  60  days  of  Novembey 

17,  19U2. 

Provided  dollars-and-cents  prices  for  new  classifi- 
cations and  revised  certain  sections  and  price  tables. 
Revised  the  "maximum  charge"  table  for  special 
processing  services. 


Provided  that  petitions  for  price  adjustment  under  this 
regulation  must  be  filed  by  November  I5,  19^2, 


Provided  price  formula  for  fabrics  sold  by  apparel  manu- 
facturers and  provided  optional  method  for  pricing  cut 
lengths  sold  to  retail  stores  and  tailors. 

Provided  pricing  formulas  for  fabrics  sold  by  jobbers 
to  religious  institutions. 


Continued  - 
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Tatle  U.-  Price  and  Supply  Control  Regulations  -  Continued 


Regulation 


Price  Controls: 


Principal  provisions 
Vfool  -  Continued 


Am.  10  to  MPR  No.  I63 

Issued  2/5-/1+3 
Effective  2/II/U3 

Am.  11  to  14PR  No.  I63 
Issued  V9/^3 
Effective  ^^5/^3 


Restriction  Order  1  -  Meat; 
Am.  No.  15 

Issued  3/I3/U3 
Effective  3/19/U3 

Am.  No.  16 

Issued  3/I8/U3 
Effective  3/20/U3 


Am.  No.  17 

Issued  3/I8/U3 
Effective  3/2U/U3 

Am.  No.  IS 

Issued  3/16/U3 
Effective  3/16/U3 


Am.  No.  19 

Issued  3/3O/U3 
Effective  3/30/U3 


Provided  method  of  determining  maximum  prices  for  sales 
of  woolen  and  worsted  fal^rics  "by  "converters." 


Established  maximum  prices  for  manipulated  all-wool 
meltons. 


Supply  Control  Regulations 


Included  San  Diego,  California  in  the  list  of  OPA 
districts  constituting  a  meat  allocation  area* 


Extended  the  list  of  "exempt  purchases"  of  "controlled 
meat"  to  include  purchases  of  meat  for  consumption 
in  aircraft  in  flight  outside  this  country. 

Permitted  use  for  "both  base  and  quota  periods  of  the 
same  conversion  factor  when  average  v/eights  for  each 
period  do  not  vary  more  than  3O  pounds. 

Permitted  deliveries  of  lamb  and  mutton  in  California, 
Washington,  Oregon,  and  Nevada  to  be  charged  against 
unfilled  civilian  beef,  pork  and  veal  quotas. 

Pood  Rationing  Division  of  OPA  may  authorize  the 
Regional  Ad.Tiinistrator  to  grant  "such  exceptions^  to 
the  meat  restriction  order  as  necessary  to  relieve 
acute  shortages. 

Required  slaughterers  to  file  information  pertaining  to 
Quota  Period  2,  with  office  of  OPA  not  later  than  3O 
days  after  close  of  period. 


Transfer  Order  and  Am,  to    Transferred  administration  of  this  order  from  the  OPA 


Rest.  Order  1 

Issued  3/31/U3 
Effective  VlA3 


to  the  USDA. 

Established  delivery  quotas  for  civilian  consiamption 
d\iring  period  April  1  through  June  3^*  19'^3  follow- 
ing percentages  of  deliveries  in  corresponding  period 
of  I9UI: 


Beef  and  veal 
Pork 

Lamb  and  mutton 


65  percent 
75  percent 
70  percent 


Continued  - 


Tatle  U.-  Price  and  Supply  Control  Regulations  -  Continued 


Hegulation 


Principal  provisions 


Supp-ly  Control  Regulations  -  Continued" 


Restriction  Order  J_  ~  Canned 
Meat  and  Canned  Fish: 
Am.  No.  2 

Issued  3/18/^3 
Effective  3/2^/^13  -  : 


Am,  No.  3 

Issued  3/27/U3 
Effective  3/28/^3 

Restriction  Order  ^  - 
Rationed  Pats  and  Oils; 
Issued  3721/^3 
Effective  3/22/U3. 

Am,  No.  1 

Issued  3/22/U3 
Effective  3/22/U3 

Pood  Distribution  Orders  - 
Livestock  and  Meats: 


Am,  1  to  PDO  No,  27 

Issued  h/l/kj, 
Effective  H/1/H3 


Am,  1  to  PDO  No.  28.1 

Issued  3/29/U3 
Effective  3/29/U3 

Am.  2  to  EDO  No,  28.1 

Issued  h/o/hj> 
Effective  ^6/^3 

PDO    No.  kS 
Issued  ^/6/U3 
Effective  U/6/U3 

Ration  Order  No «  I6  -  Meat 
Pats  and  Oils:  lj~ 
Original  order 
Issued  3/2O/U3 
Hffective  3/29/U3 


Permitted  producers  of  canned  meats  to  transfer  to 
wholesalers  during  the  current  freeze  nn  sales, 
quantities  equal  to  ^0  percent  hy  weight  of  the 
inventory  at  close       "business  Pehruary  J  and  50  per- 
cent of  stocks  produced  or  acquired  since  that  date. 

Changed  effect iv<^  date  of  Restriction  Order  3  to 
March  29,  19U3. 


Prohibited  sale  of  fats  and  oils  at  retail  during  the 
week  preceding  rationing. 

Delegated  authority  to  District  OPA  offices  to  grant 
exceptions  to  the  order  freezing  sales  of  fats  and 
oils  in  cases  v;here  undue  hardship  would  "be  caused. 


Authorized  USDA  War  Boards  to  grant  slaughter  permits 
and  temporary  quotas  to  "butchers  who  do  not  have- 19^1 
slaughter  bases  but  are  otherwise  qualified  to 
receive  permits. 

Also  provided  for  temporary  increases  in  existing  quota? 
to  butchers  if  the  19^1  slaughter  base  is  abnormally 
low  on  the  basis  of  existing  facilities,  available 
livestock  and  meat  needs. 

Postponed  for  2  weeks  the  date  on  which  the  set— aside 
order  (PDO  28.1)  was  to  become  effective.  - 


Suspended  the  set-aside  order  indefinitely. 


Instituted  inventory  controls  over  federally  inspected 
slaughter  limiting  the  quantity  of  certain  meats  they 
can  hold  in  storage. 


Provides  for  "point"  rationing  of  meats,  canned  fish, 
cheese  and  edible  fats  and  oils. 


1/  Amendments  to  this  order  are  omitted  due  to  space  limitations. 


Livestock:    Marketings  and  slaiignter  sta.tistics,  "by  species, 
I'larch  I9U3,  with  conroarisons 


Item 


Unit 


Cattle  and  ca-lves  -  : 
Ifenlser  slaughtered  binder  : 
Pederal  insx^ection;  : 

Steers   rTlious. 

Co\ifs  and  heifers   s  " 

All  cattle   :  ^ 

rercents^e  covrs  and  heifers  ' 

are  of  total  cattle   :  ?ct. 

Calve  3  :  Thous . 

Average  live  v/eignt:  : 

Cattle   ■  :   .  LId. 

Calves  . .  .■    ■  :  " 

1  c tal  dr e  s  se  d  wo  i gut :  > 

Cattle   .•  :Mil,l"b, 

Calves   :  " 

Shipments  of  fe-^der  'ca-ctle  -and    :  .. 
calves  to  seven  Corn  ?.elt  : 

States  1/  : Thous. 

Hogs  -  •    .  : 

lJnm"ber  slar^htered  tinder  :  . 

Federal  inspection  :  " 

Average  live  weight   :  ITo, 

Percentage  packing  so^/s  are  of  : 

all  purcha.se  s  a.t  seven  rnajrkets  :  Fct. 
Tcta,l  production  under  : 
Federal  inspection: 

Pork  :.Mil.l'b, 

Lard  2/   :  " 

Average  yield  per  hog:        ■■  :. 

Pork  :  Ld. 

Lard  2/  :  " 

Storage  stocks  end  of  nonth:  : 

Pork   :Mil.l>), 

Lard  2/   ;  " 

Sheep  and  laja"bs  -  : 
Hvmoer  slaughtered-  '"aider  .  .: . 

Federal  inspection  : Thous. 


Average  live  vieight  

Total  'dressed  weight  

Shipments  of  feeder  la'nI'S  to 
seven  Corn  Belt  Sta.tes  l/  .. 
-otal  dressed  we ight  of  live- 
stock slaughtered  unds r 
Federal  inspection   


. ,:    L  0 . 
. : Mil, lb. 

...:  Thous. 
. : Mil. lb. 


Anut 
I9U0  i 

lal  tots 

J.S  : 

19'-'-2  : 

19V3 

19U1  ; 

1942  ! 

Mar.  . 

Feb,  . 

Mar. 

 — _ 

4,800 

—  — 

:  5,^^!  59 

- —   
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— 

5CS 

"-r-ro 

.  n,992 

5,25^ 

390 

77^ 

10.9^:6 

1^.3' '7 

929 

89^!- 

923 

U2.O 

I'T  q 

J  >  J  J'J  ■ 

R  Si 

5 , 7  60 

Uqi 

331 

^10 

qb-Q. 

Q70 

931 

.  hi 

,  19? 

"20  g 

177 

i7r. 

li  071 

f  l)'-7 

595 

^49 

2.O3S 

1,S9S 

■  — 

2,052 

84 

72 

119 

50,393 

Uo,520 

53,597 

li    1  711 
■  ,  -^^ 

IJ.  Ar>1 

252 

11 

11 

13 

5 

0 

\) 

.  6,bl^ 

3,3^:5 

7,5d2 

1  7Ph 

1  -.p 

J- J;  c_ 

137 

J.  ^  j.  •  0 

±j).-  ,  6 

1  7p  n 

1^+7.5 

30.'+ 

32.9 

32.1 

32.0 

J  J  -' 

?27 

3/591 

— 





1S2 

122 

3/12: 

P*"  f\7>^ 

1,499 

1,^95 

Z'S 

So 

59 

96 

nil 
94 

TOP 

7^ 

63 

3,33.0 

.  3,?03- 

3,527 

37 

i73 

17^ 

1^,951 

15,523 

17,321 

1,3''5 

1,780 

1/" Total  shipments  direct  and  from  public  stoclryards  to  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan, 
'■'i  scon  sin,  Minnesota,  lov^a,  and  Nebraska. 
2/  Including  rendered  pork  fa,t. 
3/  Preliminary 


iPRIL  ~  2Z  -      '     '  ' 

  .  Livestock  prices  per  100  pounds  (except  ^.-/here  noted)  ,  ID7  species, 

March  19^^-3.  '"^ita  cc  loai-isons 


Item  :£,iii:.i\al  5l931--rO: 


Karch 


'  '  iQl.l  '  19^2 


19'!-3 


Jan*   .  Pe^o,  ,  Mar. 


•     '^S^JL-      Pol»      Dole      Dol->      Pol.      Dol»  Pol, 

Cattle  a.nd  calve s  -  :  :    •  .... 

Eeef  steers  sold  out  of  first  :   

hands  at  Chicago:  '• 

Choice  aiid  Friiae   :     I5.I9      10.32    12.80    IU.7I    I6.O5    l6,UU  16.9S 

Good  :    13.90       S.SS    11.12    I3.O3    I5.O5    I5.53  I5.92 

M-adi^oii  :     12.22       7.62      9,69    11, 2^    13.66    lU.ll  1U.6I 

Common  :    10. Uo       6.53     S.72     9.66    11.79    12.36  12.91 

All  grades   :     13.79     •  ■  So9    10. Si    12.59    I'^.S^    15-1^  15.5^ 

Good  grade  cows  at  Chicago   :     10. 90        5.56  ,   8.3^.    ,9.59    13.0^    13.20  13.99 

Vealers,  Good  and  Choice  a.t        :  ; 

Chicago   :     lU.US        8.11.   10,80    l^-l-.Ul    I5.3S    I6.U0  16.56 

Stocker  and  feeder  steers  at  : 

l^ansas  City  :     11-75       7.07    10,29    11.^7    12.57    13-^9  1H.U9 

Aver.age  price  paid  o~-  packers  ■  : 

Aircattle  .\  :    10.93       6.H3     S.Sl    10.53    12.39  13-00 

Steers  :     12. 6I         l/      10.13    11. 85    I3.SO  1^,39 

Calves   :     12.07        7.13      9. SO    12.29    13.1^  i3.SU 

Hogs  -  :  ■         ,  , 

Average  market  "^irice  at  :  '■  ■ 

Chicago;  : 

Sarrows  and  gilts   : 

Sows  : 

All  purchases   : 

Average  price  •'oaid  oy  loackers  . : 
Average  price  ITo.  3  jTellow  : 

corn  at  Chicago  2/   : 

Hog-corn  price  ratio  a.t  : 

Chicago  3./  ' 

Sheep  and  1  .ami's  - 
Slaughter  lean'os.  Good 


13.69 
13.73 

13.70 

13.57 

1/ 
1/ 
7.10 
7.00 

7  6a 

C  r.a- 

7.6U 
7.60 

13.  ^2 

12.93 

13.37 
13.23 

1U.85 
1U.30 
1U.7S 
1U.56 

15.3s 
15.07 
15.35 

15.07 

15.61 

15.3s 
15.59 

83»3 

59.1 

65.6 

31.7 

96.6 

97.0 

100.8 

lo.U 

12.6 

11,6 

16.U 

15.3 

15.8 

15.5 

and  Choice  grade  a.t  Chicago  ..: 

13.39 

8.S2 

11.03 

.  12.03 

15. 85 

15.90 

16.16 

Feeding  lam'bs.  Good  and  Choice  : 

12.02 

7.52 

9.75 

10.92 

13.59 

IU.26 

1U.91 

Evjes,  Good  auid  Choice  grade  : 

6.60 

.  U.S5 

6.U1 

,  7.26 

8.30 

S.58 

3.67 

Average  price  -oaid  "b}'  packers  : 

for  sheep  ajid  lam'bs  : 

11.80 

S.39 

10.  Uo 

11.39 

13.70 

lU.li-l 

Index  retail  meat  prices  U/ 

103.3  .. 

78.1 

.83.1 

103.6 

115.3 

117.0 

Index  income  of  ind\istria.l  J 

187.1 

68.5 

113.0 

163.3 

223.2 

a.va.ilahle ,  :■ 
2/  Cents  per  "bushel.  ■ 

3/  ITumlDer  of  iDushels  of  corn  equivalent  in  value  to  100  poijnds  of  live  hogs. 

h/  Bureau  of  Laoor  Statistics,  converted  to  192^-25  oaso. 

_5/  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  192^-29  =  100.  Revised. 


APRIL  -  3j  ~ 

Prices  ^ev  potind  01  wool  rnd  other  textile  raw  materials  in 
*  the'  'Tnitcd  States,   solecte;:  periods,  13^40-^3 


iT.em 


^UO  .".-^Ul  .10^::2  vMar. 


Jan,   ,?eV,  .Mar. 


Boston  market  - 

Territory,  scof.rod  oa.sis  - 
6Us,  70s,  SOs  (xi 
coni>)in)^   


Cents  Cents  Cents  Cents 


96.3 

10  S.  3 

iiq.i 

119.6 

119.0 

119.0 

119.0 

inA"   

79.7 

91.2 

10:^.5 

102.5 

103.5 

103.5 

103.5 

3?..  3 

90.7 

90.0 

3^.0 

9^.0 

9U.0 

delaine   

 :  3?.0 

U3.I 

^7.2 

U7.0 

U7.0 

U7.0 

U6.8 

51. S 

52. U 

53.0 

^^3.0 

 :  Ul.o 

Ub.5 

51.0 

51.5 

51.5 

51.5 

Foreign  v/ool  -  in  "bond 
at  Boston  l/  - 
S:'dnGy  -  scoured  "basis 


bUs,  70s,  good  C0:.f;3i   

67.9 

72.7 

72.1 

■75.5 

76.5 

76.5 

76.5 

Ce:_'e  -  scoured  oasis  - 

 :  6k. 9 

70.9 

7  5  •  6 

■73.0 

75.5 

75.5 

75.5 

Montevideo  -  A'^ease  ""oasis  - 

 :  31.2 

U3.0 

■U3.0 

39.5 

39.5 

U0.7 

 :  32.4 

3.-^.5 

•  U2.5 

•42.2 

■  39.5 

39.5 

4o.7 

Prices  received  farjicrs, 

• 

f^'roE^se  "basis,  l^th  ox  month  .... 

 :  2S.3 

33.5 

iiO.l 

33.6 

39.5 

39.2 

U0.3 

Average  prices,  sco-'Jired  l^.asis  2/'  - 

• 

 :  SU.7 

96,0 

107.0 

107.5 

103.1 

103.1 

103.5 

United  States  farm  price   

 :  70.2 

96.6 

94.6 

97. s 

93.6 

99.9 

10.2 

10.4 

12. 9 

10.3 

.9.5 

3.6 

Textile  fi"bers:  : 

I'Jool,  territory  fine  staple  3/  :  96.3  103.3  119.1  II9.6  II9.O  119.0  II9.O 

Cotton,  IS/lb"  Middli-iA  U/    :  10.2  I3.9  -19.3  20. U  '  20.4  20.7  22.0 

•  Rayon  yarn,  ISO  denier  5,7  '  53.0  53.6  '53.0  55.0    55.0  55.0  55.0 

Rayon  sta,ple  i  i"->er  6_/  -  : 

Viscose  1-1/2  denier   :  25. 0  25.0  23.0  25. 0    25.0  25. 0  25. 0 

Acetate  5  donior  ■  :  43. 0  43.0  4^.0  43.0    43.0  43.0  43.0 


Compiled  from  r?.;oorts  of  bhe  Pood  Distri'but ion  Administration  except  as  other- 
wise noted, 

1/  3cforG  na;,rment  of  duity.     Corcr^ilod  fron  the  Boston  Comacrcial  Bulletin. 

2/  ?or  oasis  of  computations  see  Fo'br-'a£?.ry  1943  issue  of  The  Livestock  and  Vool 

Situation. 

3/  Scoured  "basis,  Boston  hiar'cet. 
^/  Average  at  10  markets, 

2'  Domestic  yarn,  first  q-nlity,  E^Jireau  of  Lator  Statistics. 
0/  J.o.li,  producing  -plants.  Bureau  of  La"bor  Statistics, 


L¥S-12 


-  29  - 


¥ool;    Mill  consnjnption  and  machine  activit---,  United  States^ 

selected  periods,  19^0-U3 


Item 


Mill  consumption 
Grease  iDasis  _5/ 

Apparel  wool 

Domestic   

Foreign  (dut7  paid) 
lotal   

Carpet  wool  - 
Toreign  (dutj-  free) 
Sco-arned  "basis  ~ 

Apparel  wool   

CarDct  wool   


Machine  activity 
Hours  per.  available 
machine  - 
I'/orsted  com'bs  . . 

Bradford  ... . 

French   

Worsted  spindles 
¥ooien  spindles. 
ITorsted  .and 
woolen  looms 

Broad  

Narrow   

Carpet  and  r-og 
looms  6/  - 

Broad   

Narrow   


Aggregate 


Weekly  averase 


19  MO 


19^1 


19^-2 
1/ 


19^3 


Jan, 

P./ 


i'eh. 
2/ 


1/ 


^'e-b. 

2/ 


1,000  1,000 


1,000 


1,000 


.,000 


1,000  1,000 


^oui-.ds 

po"unds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds  pounds 

1193.93^ 

530.3^41 

■  11,0^3 

•  -9,7^411 

12,1U5  12.193 

152,062 

^73.751 

526,135 

10,132 

9.631 

3,962  io,54H 

639,61s 

9^7,0851,056,526  • 

•  -21,225 

19,375 

21,107  22,737 

133,'7U6 

199,^^^53 

59.637- 

■  7^^2  967 

309.163 

509, OlU 

560/469 

11,120 

10,2^43 

11,232  12,230 

9^^706 

133,917- 

^3 , 100 

l,^'57" 

l,i!-U6 

.  7l^'- 

T'/eekly ' average '  in  hours 


55.1 

36.7 

"  33.3-  • 

■  • 95.2  • 

•  90. 

30.1 

8h,n 

U3.5 

7^.9 

■  75.3 

33.3 

77.3 

66,8 

70.6 

79=.^ 

110.  b 

113.7' 

•  117.7 

115.7 

105.6 

111.0 

37.7 

61.0 

:  53.9 

■  S2.5 

53.1 

53,2 

61.5 

U3.,2 

-  63.3 

:  7^4.5 

72.3 

71. 3 

7^.2 

79. s 

39.0 
13.6 


:5/.9 
£1.9 


61. '4 
31.7 


50:3 
30. 3 


70.7 

3^,2 


■40,9 


36.7 


51,1 

•30...3 


53.9 
33.2 


3 


6.0 


63,3 
23.7 


25.9 
11.5 


71.9 
30.5 


27.0 
11.7 


Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census, 

ly  51  "i-.feGks  ended  Decemher  26,  not  strictly  compa,ra.ole  '-^ith  totals  for  19^!-0  and  19^1 
2/  U-week  period. 
3/  5~''-'-^c3k  period. 

5/  Apparel  wool  includes  all  domestic  wools  and  all  duty  paid  foreign  wools,  Carpo^; 
wool  includes  only  foreign  wools  entered  free  of  duty  for  the  ;nan''jf acture  of  floor 
covering,  press  cloth,  knit  cr  felt  hoots  or  l-'jjnhermen' s  socks. 
5_/  Ictal  of  shorn  a.nd  pulled  wool.    Pulled  wool,  grease  "oasis,   is  in  condition 
received  from  p-'jj.leries  and  is  mostly  washod. 

6/  Data  for  Fe"brua,ry  19^1-2,  Janus.ry  3,nd  Fehrua.ry  19'-i-3  1-'^"'^  strictl;"  conpo.ra.hle  i-dth 
that  for  other  periods  shown. 


